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Message from the Founder of You Have the Power

Dear Reader,

You Have the Power...Know How to Use It, Inc. is a not-for-profit
organization founded in 1993 in Nashville, Tennessee. Our mission is to
raise awareness about crime and justice issues through advocacy,
empowerment, and education.

In collaboration with public and private organizations, we present
programs on bullying, domestic violence, human trafficking, teen violence
and child sexual abuse. In addition, we present Victim Impact classes to
incarcerated adults and a Youth Impact Curriculum for young adults with
Facilitator Training classes. Our educational tools include community
presentations, free resource booklets, and original documentaries.

“Our Children” addresses child sexual abuse with a focus on the victim and
the victim’s family, the impact of sexual abuse on the lives of children, and
finding helpful and healing community resources.

For further information about You Have the Power and our work, contact
us at You Have the Power, 2401 White Avenue, Nashville TN 37204, call
(615) 292-7027, or visit our website at www.yhtp.org.

Sincerely,

gmzm@i&

Andrea Conte
Founder, You Have the Power



What is child sexual abuse?

Child sexual abuse involves forcing, tricking, bribing, threatening,
manipulating or pressuring a child into sexual awareness or activity. The
abuse often begins gradually and increases over time. Abuse occurs when a
person forces a child to have any form of sexual contact or makes a child
perform sexual acts.

Child sexual abuse may involve touching private parts (clothed or un-
clothed), penetration, forced sexual acts between children, or making the
child view, read or participate in pornography for the sexual

gratification of an adult. Non-physical abuse may also take the form of an
adult exposing himself, exposing the child, or talk of a sexual nature that is
inappropriate for the child’s age. Sexual victimization of children may occur
within the family (incest) or outside the family.

A pedophile is a preferential child molester, an adult with a definite sexual
preference for children. Preferential child molesters typically strive to have
access to children by virtue of occupation (e.g., school bus driver, day care
worker, etc.) or recreation, (e.g., coaching athletics, youth group volunteer,
etc.). Pedophiles typically have multiple victims and often collect child
pornography.

A situational child molester may not have a true sexual preference for
children, but may engage in sex with children because of child availability,
their own inadequacy, or other reasons.

Whether the molester prefers children or takes advantage of an available
child, child sexual abuse is a serious crime.



How does an abuser “set up” a child?

Sexual abuse happens to children of all ages and both sexes. While both
adult men and women may sexually abuse children, child sexual abuse is
committed predominantly by men. In most cases, the offenders are
members of the child’s family, family friends or other trusted adults in
positions of authority. A child sex offender may take the following steps to
set children up for an abusive act:

e Abusers seek out an approachable child. Abusers usually pick
children who are easy to get to—for example, a relative, a friend, or
neighbor. They may also seek quiet, easygoing, or timid children, or
children who have emotional needs for friendship and attention. The
popularity of the Internet poses a unique danger to children, as
abusers may seek out children and become an online buddy. Online
chats on the Internet allow the abuser to befriend a child and become
a confidante, often without the knowledge of the child’s parent.

e Abusers establish trust and friendship with the child and often with
the parent. Abusers may spend time playing with the child, volunteer
to baby sit, take them to movies, the mall, on weekend trips, or buy
them presents. When a parent trusts another adult, it is easier for a
child to trust. The abuser’s goal is to become the child’s buddy.

e Abusers break down the child’s resistance to touch. Abusers may find
ways to touch children a lot. They may play games involving physical
contact, like wrestling or tickling or having the child sit in his lap.
Children are often confused when the touch becomes sexual.

e Abusers find ways to isolate a child. Abusers find excuses to be alone
with children. For example, they may baby sit, invite the child to sleep
over, or take the child camping.

e Abusers may provide alcohol, drugs or tobacco to lower the child’s
inhibitions and may also use this “secret” as leverage for a child’s
silence.



How does an abuser “set up” a child? (continued)

“The offender learns what the child needs, what’s
missing in the child’s life. For example, is the father
missing? Is the child having problems in school? Is

the child poor? The offender finds a way to meet
those needs, such as taking the child places, being
the father figure the child doesn’t have, establishing
a social relationship with the victim and then slowly
moving into a sexual relationship. The offender may

do this by playing various games or show
pornography to the child, all as a way for the
offender to meet his own needs.”

William Murphy, Ph.D.,
Department of Psychiatry & Clinical Psychology,
University of Tennessee at Memphis



Can child sexual abuse be prevented?

There are well-documented cases of strangers committing sex crimes
against children, but the great majority of sexually abused children know
their abusers, and the abuser is typically a person the child trusts. A child
sexual abuser will go out of his way to put a child at ease, to be a “friend”,
and can quickly become someone the child believes he or she knows and
therefore trusts. Keep in mind that a child may reach a point of trust and
comfort more rapidly than an adult.

We do not want to alarm children and make them fearful and suspicious of
others, but there are some things you can teach your child about personal
safety. Parents also need to remember it is important to talk with both their
daughters and their sons. While girls are more often victims than boys, both
can become targets of sex offenders.

Your child should understand that he or she has a right to privacy and that
others do not have the right to touch them in ways that make them
uncomfortable or that they don’t like. While very young children may not
understand the term “private parts”, a simple instruction such as describing
anything covered by their bathing suit is usually understandable. However,
by identifying what the “private parts” are and giving children anatomically
correct names for all parts of their body, we avoid giving them double
messages, and we let them know there is nothing wrong with their bodies or
talking about their bodies or body parts.

“We need to talk to children... As
parents, we need to think of
ourselves as primary prevention
educators. And that does not mean
one big talk...this information needs

to be repeated over time.”

Cordelia Anderson, MA,
consultant and lecturer on
preventing sex abuse




Can child sexual abuse be prevented? (continued)

Instruct your child to tell a trusted adult if someone acts sexually toward
them - and to continue to tell until someone listens and believes them.
Encourage them to ask questions if they are confused or not sure if
something is okay or not. Children need to know that some touching,
especially sexual touch, may be confusing.

Children need to know that you believe them and trust them — and that you
will protect them. Children need reassurance they won't get into trouble
even if they willingly participated in the act.

As a parent or caregiver, listen to your own intuition and instincts. Many
times after abuse has occurred, adults will say they felt something wasn’t
quite right, but didn’t act on their suspicions. For example, abusers may be
unusually interested in spending time alone with children or they may touch
the child in ways that push the boundaries of being playful. If you sense it is
unusual, it probably is. Do not leave your child in the care of someone you
do not completely trust, no matter how pressing your personal or
professional schedule may seem.

Know your children’s friends, families, caregivers, youth group leaders,
teachers, any person spending time alone with children.

Talking to your kids about sexual abuse involves more than just teaching
them about body parts. It involves making your children know how to
express feelings and come to you when something’s wrong. For some
additional tips, we recommend reviewing this article on the Huffington Post.

“How To Talk to Your Kids About Sexual Abuse”
https://tinyurl.com/talktoyourkids

‘Every single person in the community has to be aware that sex abuse
happens, and in a lot of ways, we've become blasé about it...all of us
need to stay very diligent about doing the education that is necessary,
about reaching out to help others.”

Cordelia Anderson, MA




Internet and online safety

The Internet is a valuable tool in today’s society and offers a wealth of
information and interactive capability. Along with the positive aspects, there
is also some risk of considerable misinformation or inappropriate material.
Some filtering software may help screen out inappropriate sites, but may not
screen out inappropriate chatting online.

Some people go online looking for vulnerable children and may offer
attention, affection, kindness, sympathy, or gifts to a child in an attempt to
win the child over.

The anonymity of the internet even allows an adult to pose as a child their
age to befriend lonely children. They may demonstrate knowledge of all the
latest bands, TV shows, fads, memes, popular with children.

Online predators are willing to invest the time needed to win the trust of a
child and do whatever necessary to win the child’s trust and affection. Even
without a face-to-face meeting, online chat can take on sexual overtones or
be frankly sexual.

Some would-be abusers may immediately begin a sexually explicit
conversation with a child or ask to meet in person. But some others take it
slow, trying to evaluate a child for future meetings or direct victimization. It
can happen so gradually that the relationship is out of control before the
child realizes it.

One important note: online predators can be any age and any gender.

Some guidelines:

e Instruct your child to not give out personal information online such as
first or last name, phone number, home address, names of parents, name
or address of school or workplace, names or phone numbers of friends.

e Instruct your child to not post or send photos of themselves, their house,
their room, their family, their friends, etc., to an online “friend” they do
not know.

e Instruct your child to not phone someone he or she has met online. If the
new online friend has caller ID, the “friend” will find out where the child is
and how to contact him or her.
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Internet and online safety (continued)

e Remind your child that people on the Internet can pretend to be someone
else. If their new friend likes everything the child does and says, takes the
position the child is always right, is unusually supportive and available, be
suspicious. If they encourage the child to keep their chats a secret from
parents, this is a waving red flag. Child sexual abusers quickly key in on
conflicts, tensions, or inattention between child and parent, and will move
in to fill that vacuum.

e Instruct your child to stop any online chat that makes them
uncomfortable or has strong sexual overtones.

e If you think your child is communicating with a sexual predator online,
talk openly with your child about the dangers of sexual abuse. Review
what is on your child’s computer. Use caller ID to determine who is
calling your child if the child is receiving calls from people you don’t
know. Block any incoming calls where the caller is not identified.

e Assure your child that even if they became involved with a predator, the
child is not at fault. The child is the victim. The other adult is the one to
blame.

The FBI offers these guidelines that your child may be at risk online:

e They spend large amounts of time online, especially at night.

e You find pornography on your child’s computer.

e Your child gets phone calls from people you don’t know or gets calls
from numbers you don’t recognize.

e Your child receives mail, gifts, or packages from someone you don’t
know.

e They turn off the monitor or quickly change the screen when you enter
your room.

e They become withdrawn from the rest of the family.

e They're using using an online account that belongs to someone else.

For more information, visit the FBI website to view "A Parent's Guide to
Internet Safety": www2.fbi.gov/publications/pguide/pguidee.htm
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Why do children keep sexual abuse a secret?

Children are trusting and dependent. Sexual abuse is overwhelming to
children, especially when an adult is involved. Most children are taught to
trust adults and to not question authority. Abusers know this and take
advantage of these vulnerabilities in children.

Abusers may blame the child. Abusers try to make the children feel
responsible so the child will keep the secret. Abusers may use statements like
“If you tell, people will think you are bad” or “If you tell our special secret, I
will go to jail”.

Abusers may threaten the child. The abuser may threaten the child or
threaten bodily harm to the parent or caregiver, or say that the child will be
taken from the home if they tell about the abuse.

Some children may be too young to put what has happened into words.

Children may fear that no one will believe them. In most instances, children
do not lie about sexual abuse. Even though a child cannot always avoid
sexual abuse, children who are taught personal safety information are more
likely to tell a parent or a teacher if abuse has occurred.

“We need to break the secret. We
need to talk about what sexual
abuse is, to name the problem. How
offenders do what they do, the
tricks, the manipulation of love.

People have a much clearer sense of
force. What's harder to grasp is
when someone misuses love.”

Cordelia Anderson, MA




Why do children keep sexual abuse a secret? (continued)

Children may feel too ashamed or embarrassed to tell. Children may feel
ashamed about being involved in the experience, or about their bodies’
response to the abuse.

Children may worry about getting into trouble or getting a loved one in
trouble. The abuser may convince the child that she/he consented to the
abuse. There may be confusion in the child’s mind because they still love the
abuser.

Children often think they have told about the abuse, but their vocabulary,
communication, or judgment skills are different from adults, and an adult
may not completely understand.

For example, rather than explaining exactly what happened, a child may
instead say, “I don't like them” or “They make me feel sad”... and by
saying this to an adult, a child may truly believe they told someone.

Children may feel guilty for willingly participating in what they may later
realize was inappropriate conduct.

“TI would just urge parents to be
there for the kids. When you see
adults who are overly friendly to
children, be leery of that.. Let them
know if somebody touches them X
they can come to you. I think it's to continue.

more watching the kids, not the sex )
offenders. You don’t know who the Silence protects sex offenders.

Silence allows sexual abuse

sex offenders are, but you can
watch your children.”

Aavice of a convicted sex offender
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What are the signs of child sexual abuse?

A child who has been a victim of sexual abuse may not be able to talk openly
about what happened, but a child could display other signs, such as:

e Persistent sexual play with other children, themselves, toys, or pets

e Sexual knowledge in language or behavior beyond what is normal for
their age

e Unexplained pain, swelling, bleeding or irritation of the mouth, genital or
anal area

e Crying, depression, anxiety

e Changes in sleep patterns

e Withdrawal from others

e Clinging to parents

e Change in school performance

e Avoidance of school/friends

e Lying

e Change in appetite

e Nightmares

e Anger and mood changes

e Fears and phobias

e Attention-seeking

e Fear or dislike of certain people or places

e Excessive bathing or poor hygiene

e Return to younger, more babyish behavior

e Running away

e Passive or overly pleasing behavior

e Delinquent acts

e Low self-esteem

e Self-destructive behavior

e Hostility or aggression

e Nausea/upset stomach

e Drug or alcohol problems

e Sexual activity or pregnancy at an early age

e Suicide attempts

e Hints, indirect comments or statements about the abuse

13



What are the signs of child sexual abuse? (continued)

“Signs that sexual abuse occurred depend to a
certain extent on the age and sex of the child. A
younger child might have behaviors such as
excessive masturbation. Older children may be
sexually preoccupied or sexually aggressive towards
other children, and boys tend to be more aggressive
than girls. We must be careful to not assume that
just because a child has shown signs of stress, that
he or she has been sexually abused. The child might
instead have withessed domestic abuse or been
physically abused. However, especially if a child is
showing signs of sexual preoccupation, extreme
stress, reporting nightmares of sexual material, is
drawing sexually explicit pictures in school, then it is
important to evaluate further. You don’t know if that
child has been sexually abused if they’'re showing
these symptoms, but it is important to make sure the
child is evaluated.”

Cheryl Lanktree, Ph.D., Director,
Miller Children’s Abuse and
Violence Intervention Center,
Long Beach Memorial Medical Center,
Long Beach, California
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What should you do if a child tells you they were abused?

A child who has been sexually abused needs safety, love and support. Let
them know it’s okay to cry or be mad. Make sure the child understands it is
not his or her fault. Don’t coach or pressure a child to talk about things.

Some things you can say that will really help your child:

e Ibelieve you.

e I'msorry that I didn't know.

e Tknow it’s not your fault.

e I will take care of you.

e Iamangry with the person who did this.

e I'msad. You may see me cry. That's all right. I'm not mad at you. I will
be able to take care of you.

e Tam upset, but not with you.

e You did nothing wrong.

Some things you can do:

e Report suspected abuse to the Police Department or the Department of
Children’s Services.

e Don’t confront the person suspected of the abuse. Allow professional
counselors or law enforcement personnel to handle this.

e Return to a normal routine as soon as possible.

e See that the child receives therapy. Trying to sweep the problem under
the rug usually causes more problems, because it will not go away.

e Keep your child away from the person suspected of the abuse. This is to
protect the child, you, and the alleged abuser.

e Keep using consistent discipline. This helps your child feel more secure.

e Allow your child to be angry with you. A child may be angry at other
adults around them who did not protect them.

e Your child may need an extra sense of security. Stay close, and assure
your child you will keep her/him safe.

e Never coach or advise your child how to act or what to say to
professional counselors or investigators. This could seriously damage
the case.

e Teach your child the rules of personal safety. Tell them what to do if
someone tries to touch them in an uncomfortable way.

15



What happens in an abuse investigation?

e A suspicion of abuse is reported to the Police Department (Youth
Services Division or 911 if it is an emergency) or to the Tennessee
Department of Children’s Services. The Department of Children’s Services
has a 24-hour child abuse hotline. (Please note that not reporting child
abuse when you find out about it is a crime in itself.)

e The child is interviewed by a specially trained child protective service
worker, law enforcement officer or forensic interviewer. (A forensic
interview is a fact-finding procedure to gather information about
allegations made. The information is collected in a manner suitable to be
used in a court of law.)

e Medical exams are conducted, if necessary.
e The Police Department and the Department of Children’s Services
continues the investigation, which might include an interview with the

alleged offender.

e The Police Department, Department of Children’s Services and the District
Attorney’s office meet and decide how to proceed.

e The case may be referred to Criminal Court or Juvenile Court, or some
other plan may be made for managing the case.

16



How does the criminal justice system work?

The criminal justice system can be confusing and frightening to children and
families dealing with a sexual abuse case... especially if Criminal Court and
Juvenile Court are working on the same case at the same time.

Criminal Court is concerned with evidence that may prove the child was
abused, with the illegal acts that occurred, and what punishment the
offender should receive if proven guilty. The stages of the Criminal Court
process are:

e Following investigation of the alleged abuse, the Office of the District
Attorney determines if there is enough evidence to take the case to the
Grand Jury.

e The Grand Jury consists of 12 randomly selected people and one
foreperson. The Grand Jury listens to the evidence and decides if there is
probable cause the crime was committed by the person charged. If the
Jury decides there is enough evidence, the Jury returns an indictment
and the case proceeds to Criminal Court. If the Grand Jury decides there
is insufficient evidence, the charges are dropped and the case will not go
to Criminal Court.

e Incertaininstances, particularly involving a stranger who abuses a child,
the suspect may be arrested immediately. If that happens, there will be a
preliminary hearing within 10 days in General Sessions Court. At that
time the judge will determine if there is probable cause to send the case
to the Grand Jury.

e Ifthe Grand Jury hands down an indictment, the case may not actually
proceed to the trial stage. It may be resolved through a plea bargain—an
agreement between the prosecution, the defense, the judge, and the
victim (or in this case, the victim’s family) on the charges and a
sentence.

e If the case does not go to trial—either because there was insufficient
evidence for the Grand Jury to return an indictment, or because a plea
bargain was reached—remember that the child and family still need help
in dealing with the after effects of the experience.



How does the criminal justice system work? (continued)

Juvenile Court is concerned primarily with the protection and safety of the
child and with issues such as custody, supervised visitation, and
counseling.

Juvenile Court plays a fundamental role in addressing the safety and
needs of children who experience serious harm and are at risk of future
abuse and neglect. Guided by federal and state statutes, the Court
authorizes and oversees many of the critical decisions and responsibilities
of the Department of Children’s Services, Child Protection Agency, and
caseworkers.

The Department of Children’s Services investigates all allegations of
sexual abuse of children under 13 years old, and allegations of sexual
abuse of children over 13 years old if the suspect is a caretaker, parent,
relative, or someone living in the home.

If a report of sexual abuse is made against a parent, step-parent, relative,
boyfriend, sibling, any other caregiver, or anyone else who has access to
the child, a case worker from the Department of Children’s Services
contacts the non-offending parent about a plan to protect the child.

The most important thing is making sure the child is living in a safe place.
If the child was abused by a parent or someone else they live with, that
person may be asked to leave the home, or the child may be removed from
their parent or guardian’s custody. If the child is removed from the home,
the case is brought to Juvenile Court.

18



How does the criminal justice system work? (continued)

Juvenile Court Process:

A preliminary hearing will be held in Juvenile Court within 72 hours,

and the parent(s) have the right to an attorney during this hearing.
Juvenile Court assigns an attorney (known as the guardian ad litem)
who protects the interests of the child in a legal proceeding. The
Department of Children’s Services will also have an attorney present.

At the preliminary hearing, the judge decides if there is reasonable
cause for removal and may:

¢ Leave the child in Department of Children’s Services custody,

¢ Return the child to the parent,

¢ Place the child with a relative, or

¢ Make some other plan, depending on the situation.

If the child stays in the custody of the Department of Children’s Services
or with a relative, the Department of Children’s Services develops a
“permanency plan”, working with the non-offending parent to make the
home safe for the child to be returned and provide supportive services to
help the non-offending parent protect the child. They may also work with
the offender if they live in the home.

A judgment hearing is held, typically within three months. At that
hearing, the judge hears the facts again and makes a decision on where
the child will live. This may also be a settlement hearing with a protective
custody order.

If the child still can’t go home, the Department of Children’s Services will
continue to work with the family to find a way for the child to be safely
returned home. As long as the child stays in the Department’s custody,
the judge reviews the case every three months until the judge decides to
send the child home, or to terminate parental rights.* The goal is to
make a permanent safe home for the child, and if that is not an option
with either parent, then termination of parental rights must be consid-
ered.

*Termination of parental rights is the legal ending of the rights of a parent.
There are many reasons this could happen. For example, the parent may
have failed to provide proper care for a child, abandoned the child, or failed
to cooperate with a proposed case plan designed to reunite them with the
child.
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What is a Child Advocacy Center?

A Child Advocacy Center typically has a multidisciplinary team of medical
and mental health personnel, child protective services, prosecutors, and law
enforcement officers who work together to bring the investigation to a
successful conclusion.

The Center is a child-friendly place where child victims and families can get
services such as parent support groups, counseling, and crisis intervention.
Trained personnel are available to work with families traumatized by child
abuse and can also help bridge the gap between social services and the
Criminal Justice System. Child Advocacy Centers have proven to be effective
and successful in meeting needs of children and families who experienced
sexual abuse.

To find the Child Advocacy Center in your county,
refer to pages 31-34 of this publication.

20



What are the rights of child victims?

Over the years, our society has acquired a sense of responsibility for the well
being of children. Most adults believe all children, regardless of their
individual circumstances, have a set of fundamental rights:

e protection from physical abuse;

e access to education;

e anenvironment that provides emotional support from caring adults;
e the right to be understood.

Child victims have the same legal rights as adult victims. To make sure our
children’s rights are being protected, Tennessee law does specify the manner
in which a case of child sexual abuse is investigated and the way the
interview process is conducted. (This process is discussed in “What happens
in an abuse investigation?” on page 16.)

All crime victims, adults and children, have certain rights in Tennessee, as
stated in the Victims Rights Amendment to the Tennessee State Constitution.
You may obtain a copy of this Amendment from the Victim Witness
Coordinator in the Office of the District Attorney. In summary, these rights
are:

e The right to confer with the prosecution.

e The right to be free from intimidation, harassment and abuse throughout
the criminal justice system.

e The right to be present at all proceedings where the defendant has the
right to be present.

e Theright to be heard, when relevant, at all critical stages of the criminal
justice process as defined by the General Assembly.

e The right to be informed of all proceedings, and of the release, transfer
or escape of the accused or convicted person.

e The right to a speedy trial or disposition and a prompt and final

e conclusion of the case after the conviction or sentence.

e The right to restitution from the offender.

e The right to be informed of each of the rights established for victims.

21



What are the rights of child victims? (continued)

Definitions for certain terms in the Victims’ Rights Amendment:

e Crime refers to any offense the punishment for which is a Class A, B, C,
D, or E felony, first degree murder, or assault.

e Critical stages of the criminal justice process are (1) bond hearings
where the victim’s testimony is relevant; (2) the defendant’s sentencing
hearing; (3) restitution hearings; and (4) parole hearings discussing
the defendant’s release.

e Family member refers to the victim’s spouse, natural, adoptive, or step
parent, natural or adopted child, grandparent, grandchild, or natural or
adopted siblings. If a family member is a minor, they may be
represented by a guardian where appropriate.

e Victim refers to the person against whom the crime was committed. If
the victim is a minor, then the parent or legal guardian is included in
this definition. If the victim is deceased or is physically or emotionally
unable to exercise his or her rights, then victim refers to a family
member or a person who resided with the victim. Victim does not
include any person charged with, or alleged to have committed the
crime, or who is charged with some form of criminal responsibility for
commission of the crime.

Tennessee law also gives crime victims the right to refuse to speak with, or
otherwise communicate with, the defense team. That means that a victim
does not have to talk to the defense team outside of the courtroom.

If an investigator phones you, calls on you, or tries to communicate with
you in any way in the weeks preceding a criminal trial, make sure who the
investigator represents. Just because the person identifies themselves as
an “investigator” does not necessarily mean they work for the Police
Department or the District Attorney’s Office. If the investigator works for, or
represents, the Office of the Public Defender, a private defense attorney, or
trial attorney’s office, for example, you and your child have the right to
refuse to speak with the investigator or attorney about the case. Outside
the courtroom, it is always a good idea to make sure you are speaking with
the person you think you are.
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What if my child has to go to court?

Going to court as an adult victim of crime is difficult. Going to court as a child
victim can be utterly confusing and frightening. The child may be afraid of
seeing the abuser again, may be scared by the courtroom or by the
questions the attorney or the judge may ask, or the child may not want to go
to court at all.

Children need help getting ready for a courtroom experience. The child
should be given an early look at the empty courtroom, to see where they will
be sitting, where the judge, family members or support people will be sitting.
The child should be given a chance to walk through the physical procedure of
the court process. The Victim Witness Coordinator in the Office of the District
Attorney typically arranges for this visit and helps the child and family.

The Victim Witness Coordinator may also have information about a court
preparation group for Criminal Court. This group includes children and other
non-offending parents who are preparing to go to trial. If a court preparation
group is available, it's important that you attend. Preparation for court is
important for both victims and non-offending parents. It can be very
upsetting to see the defendant and to hear graphic testimony.

In Criminal Court, keep in mind that the defense team is acting on behalf of
the defendant and will do everything they can under the law to defend their
client. BE PREPARED. Be mindful also that the victim does not have to talk
with the defense attorney or any representative of the defense attorney
except in the courtroom or when the District Attorney is present (see page
22). All the child has to do is tell the truth when it’s their turn to testify.

If a parent or other close, trusted adult will be a witness in the case, they will
not be allowed in the courtroom when the child is testifying. A child should
always have a trusting, friendly face in the courtroom, so make sure the
Victim Witness Coordinator, a best friend, or relative stays with your child at
all times. A child should never feel they are alone while going through the
courtroom experience.
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What if my child has to go to court? (continued)

When the case is over, it is common to feel a sense of letdown. Celebrate
when the courtroom procedure is done... whatever the outcome. The legal
system has been with us for a long time, and will continue long after your
experience with it has come to an end. It is only one step in the process, and
although a conviction can be helpful, it is not essential to your child’s
recovery. Regardless of outcome, your child will know you do not tolerate
abuse, you believe your child, and you will protect your child.

The most important thing is to let the child know you are proud of him/her
for being brave and telling the truth. You and your child did your best,
worked hard, and did the right thing. You did your best to prevent further
abuse and to hold the offender responsible for his actions.

In the event you are dissatisfied with the outcome of the case, be cautious
about expressing any disappointment in front of the child, as the child may
feel responsible and feel you are displeased with him or her. If you feel
letdown with the outcome, find a supportive friend so you can share your
feelings appropriately.

Some things you can say to your child:

e “It doesn’t matter what the court did. What matters is that you did the
right thing. You told the truth.”

e “You have been very brave, and I am so proud of you.”

e “Just because the court said ‘not guilty’, doesn’t mean they don’t believe
you. It’s just they have to follow the court’s rules.”
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What should I say to others?

The news media typically do not identify victims of sexual assault. The media
is also not allowed to take photos or videotape of minors who testify in court.
A parent or guardian may decide who to tell... if anyone. Your child may feel
responsible or embarrassed, and a parent or guardian should consider the
effect on the child if they talk with others about the abuse. Immediate family
or close family relatives may react with horror, distress, disgust, or disbelief.
Some may act disinterested or question you for unnecessary details.

Sometimes a family member, friend, or teacher may be the first person to
learn of the abuse. It is important to speak frankly with them about their
discussing the abuse with others and the effect this may have on the child.
Let your child have some choice about who is told and be prepared to dis-
cuss why you are telling others. It is important to talk with the child about
who has been told and why certain people were told. Maintain your child’s
sense of privacy, without turning the event into a “dirty secret”.

Some comments you can expect from others may include:
e “What exactly did he do to your child?”

e “Do you think she (he) is making this up?”

e “Didn’'t you know it was happening?”

e “What did you do to stop it?”

Remember that you don’t owe anyone an explanation. A simple response like,
“It’s been a difficult time for all of us. Thank you for your concern”, may be a
fitting answer. Remember, too, that most people have very little knowledge
about sexual abuse and can say some very insensitive things.

Prepare your child to deal with curious, sympathetic or prying comments. If,
for example, an adult tells the child, “I'm so sorry for what happened to you.”
The child can simply say, “Thank you.” If the question is more direct, such as
“What did he do to you?”, the child might say, “Thank you for asking, but I
don’t want to talk about that right now.”

Cruel comments from other children (and even adults) are also possible. An
appropriate response might be, “It could happen to anyone.”
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What about treatment for sex offenders?

While sex offenders may be given lengthy prison sentences, the reality is that
most of them will be released back into the community when the sentence
has been served, and some sex offenders may not serve jail or prison time at
all. Because community safety is of the utmost importance, recent attention
has been directed toward treatment as a way to reduce further victimization.

A sexual perpetrator is not likely to change behavior without external
intervention, such as pressure from the judicial system. Criminal or Juvenile
Court can order a sex offender to participate in treatment and supervised
programs. An offender may be motivated to take part in treatment programs
because of (1) concern about the consequences to themselves (2) what the
offending behavior has cost them in terms of loss of family love and support,
reputation, job, etc., or (3) the impact of the crime on the victim.

It is important to remember that treatment for sex abuse is not a “cure”. The
goal of treatment for sexual abuse perpetrators is to teach them how to
identify, intervene, and control sexually abusive behaviors and methods they
used in the past to entrap a victim. Treatment may include sex offense-
specific treatment, therapy with specialized treatment staff, program
monitoring and evaluation. At this point, there is no single study that proves
treatment works or doesn’t work, but there is some evidence that indicates
offenders who take part in treatment programs are less likely to re-offend.
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What about treatment for sex offenders?

“Can we ever be sure that an offender is
not going to re-offend?
No.

Can we predict who’s more likely to re-offend?
Yes.

The treatment of sex offenders is not done because
offenders deserve something special—it is done to
reduce further victimization. We try to treat the
factors that relate to the offending—to get to the
offenders’ denial, to get them to be honest about
what they have done. Many offenders have a
conscience, but they get around that conscience by
telling themselves ‘it wasn’t that bad, I was just
showing the child affection, the child wanted to do it,
etc., etc., etc.”. We need prison-based programs and
also community-based programs with strong
probation and parole supervision integrated with the
treatment providers. To just punish without doing
something that’s actually going to reduce
victimization doesn’t make any sense if your goal is to
have fewer victims.”

William Murphy, Ph.D.,
Department of Psychiatry & Clinical Psychology,
University of Tennessee at Memphis
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Who can help?

Failure to report

Failure to report abuse is a violation of the law and a Class A

misdemeanor, carrying a sentence of up to three months
imprisonment, a fine, or both.

National
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children
1-800-843-5678
missingkids.com

State of Tennessee

Tennessee Department of Children’s Services
24-hour child abuse reporting hotline:
1-877-237-0004

During normal working hours, you may wish to contact your local office. And
always call your local law enforcement office for emergency situations.

Tennessee Chapter of Children’s Advocacy Centers
(615) 333-5832

Tennessee Commission on Children & Youth
(615) 741-2633
tn.gov/tccy/

Tennessee Sex Offender Registry Online (TN Bureau of Investigation)

Includes photos, names, addresses of known sex offenders since 1997.
tbi.state.tn.us
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Who can help?

Family Safety Centers

These centers increase the safety of victims of domestic and sexual violence,
child and elder abuse, and human trafficking by creating a supportive envi-
ronment for victims to receive free and confidential services from a variety of
providers. All of these centers work with local community partners, some of
whom provide services directly out of the center.

Hamilton County-Chattanooga Family Justice Center

5705 Uptain Road, Chattanooga, TN 37411

Open Monday-Friday, 8:30 AM-5:00 PM

(Hours extended until 7:30 PM on 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month)
(423) 643-7600

fic@chattanooga.gov

connect.chattanooga.gov/fic

Knoxville Family Justice Center

400 Harriet Tubman Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37915
Open Monday-Friday, 8 AM-4 PM

Office: (865) 215-6800

24-hour crisis line: (865) 521-6336

ficknoxville.com

Family Safety Center (Memphis)

1750 Madison Avenue, Suite 600, Memphis, TN 38103
Office: (901) 222-4400

24-hour crisis line: (901) 249-7611
familysafetycenter.org

Family Safety Center (Nashville)

Open Monday - Friday, 9 AM-6 PM

610 Murfreesboro Pike, Nashville, TN 37210
(615) 880-1100

FSCINFO@jis.nashville.org

ofs.nashville.gov
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Who can help? (continued)

Other Nashville-Davidson County resources:

Agape (counseling services) (615) 781-3000
Catholic Charities of Tennessee (615) 352-3087
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) (615) 425-2383
Domestic Violence Unit, Metro Police Department (615) 880-3000
Centerstone, Davidson County locations (outpatient mental health services)
Madison — South Gallatin Pike (615) 460-4300
Nashville-Dede Wallace Campus (615) 460-4200
Nashville-Frank Luton Center (615) 279-6700
Nashville-Venture Circle (615) 460-4200
The Family Center (parent education programs) (615) 333-2644
Family and Children’s Services (counseling) (615) 320-0591
Crisis Line (615) 244-7444

Family, Youth, and Infant Health, Metro Public Health Department

(615) 880-2187
Juvenile Court of Nashville/Davidson County (615) 862-8000
Kids on the Block of Middle Tennessee (educational programming)

(615) 279-0058
Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennessee and the Cumberlands

(615) 244-6610
Metro Police Department - Youth Services Division (615) 862-7417
Nashville Children’s Alliance (local Child Advocacy Center)

(615) 327-9958
Oasis Center, Inc. (youth and family support) (615) 327-4455
Our Kids Center (children’s medical services and counseling

(615) 345-4911
Prevent Child Abuse Tennessee (615) 383-0994
Vanderbilt Mental Health Center (child & adolescent psychiatry)

(615) 322-3232
Victim Intervention Program, Metro Police Department (615) 862-7773
Victim Witness Services (Office of District Attorney) (615) 862-5500
You Have the Power (615) 292-7027
YWCA Domestic Violence (24-Hour Crisis Line) (800) 334-4628
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Child Advocacy Centers in Tennessee

Athens, TN 37303

Jl.'ldIC'Ia| CAC Name Mailing Address Office Phone
District
Children's Advocacy
1 Center of the 1st 201 East Myrtle Avenue | )3y 956 6508
T Johnson City, TN 37601
Judicial District
Children's Advocacy )
) 150 Blountville Bypass
2 Center of Sullivan Blountville, TN 37617 (423) 279-1222
County
Child Advocacy Center of | P.0. Box 743, 200 Main
3 the 3rd Judicial District St. Mosheim, TN 37818 (423) 422-4446
Safe Harbor Child 1109 Oak Cluster Drive
4 Advocacy Center Sevierville, TN 37862 (865) 774-1777
New Hope-Blount County
) \ 212 Cates Street
5 Children's Advocacy Maryville, TN 37801 (865) 981-2000
Center
Childhelp Children's . .
2505 Kingston Pike
6 Center of East Knoxville, TN 37919 (865) 637-1753
Tennessee
Child Advocacy Center of | 752 N. Main Street
7 Anderson County Clinton, TN 37716 (865) 463-2740
) , P.0.Box 4314
8 g;‘:fgg:‘lasngg”ter of the | 55540 Alberta Street (423) 569-8900
Oneida, TN 37841
Union County 120 Veteran St.
8 Children's Center Maynardville, TN 37807 (865) 992-7677
Campbell County
) \ 203 Independence Lane
8 Children's Advocacy LaFollette, TN 37766 (423) 562-4190
Center
Fentress County 340 West Central Avenue
8 Children's Center Jamestown, TN 38556 (931) 879-7290
Kids First Child
9 Advocacy Center of the FL)é?wbiBroéi?ZE‘;rN 37771 (865) 986-1505
9th Judicial District ok
10 The Hope Center, Inc. 704 W. Madison Avenue (423) 744-0599
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Judicial

L CAC Name Mailing Address Office Phone
District
The HOPE Center, Inc. 2600 Executive Park NW
10 Cleveland (Location 2) Cleveland, TN 37312 (423) 790-5740
Children's Advocacy )
) 5705 Uptain Road
11 Center of Hamilton Chattanooga, TN 37411 (423) 266-6918
County
Upper Cumberland CAC 750 East Spring Street
13 of the 13th Judicial Suite A (931) 854-0115
District Cookeville, TN 38501
Coffee County Children's | 104 N. Spring Street
4 Advocacy Center Manchester, TN 37355 (931) 723-8888
15th Judicial District
) \ 107 N Greenwood St
15 Children's Advocacy Lebanon, TN 37087 (615) 449-7975
Center
Child Advocacy Center 1040 Samsonite Blvd.
16 of Rutherford County Murfreesboro, TN 37129 (615) 867-9000
Cannon County Child 214 West Water Street
16 Advocacy Center Woodbury, TN 37190 (615) 563-9915
Junior's House, Inc. CAC
o 704 W. Maple Street
17 of thg 17th Judicial Fayetteville, TN 37334 (931) 438-3233
District
Junior's House, Inc. CAC
. 906 N 2nd Avenue
17 ofthe 17th Judicial Dis- Lewisburg, TN 37091 (931) 438-3233
trict
Ashley's Place Sumner 315 W. Smith Street
18 Child Advocacy Center Gallatin, TN 37066 (615) 451-2169
Montaomery Count 1030 Cumberland
19 Ch”dgAdvocéc cEnyter Heights Road (931) 553-5140
y Clarksville, TN 37040
Robertson County Child 405 N Main Street
19 Advocacy Center Springfield, TN 37172 (615) 384-5885
Nashville Children's 1264 Foster Avenue
20 Alliance Nashville, TN 37210 (615) 327-9958
) . 101 Forrest Crossing
21 Davis House Child Boulevard, #106 (615) 790-5900

Advocacy Center

Franklin, TN 37064
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Judicial

District CAC Name Mailing Address Office Phone
The Davis House Child .
21 Smith Avenue
21 Advogacy Center — Hohenwald, TN 38462 (931) 796-0813
Satellite Center
Kid's Place: A Child 614 West Point Road
22 Advocacy Center Lawrenceburg, TN 38464 (931) 766-2213
Child Advocacy Center )
S 604 Spring Street
23 of thg 23rd Judicial Charlotte, TN 37036 (615) 789-3035
District
Child Advocacy Center 124 North Main Street
23 of the 23" Judicial Suite 201 (931) 305-9101
District Ashland City, TN 37015
Carroll County Child
Advocacy Center 50 Stone Ridge Cove
24 Exchange Club - Carl Huntingdon, TN 38344 (731) 986-5920
Perkins
Henry County Child
Advocacy Center 204 N. Brewer Street
24 Exchange Club - Paris, TN 38242 (731) 642-8455
Carl Perkins
%iiuarcc%gté ::h”d Satellite of Carroll County
24 Erchan chub ol 125 Central Lane (731) 847-4020
ang Parsons, TN 38363
Perkins
:3\r/céecrancan Cce?wl;;]:y Child Satellite of Tipton County
25 Exchan )e/ Club - Carl 149 Tennessee Street (731) 659-2373
ang Bolivar, TN 38008
Perkins
Tipton County Child
Advocacy Center 707 S Main Street
25 Exchange Club - Carl Covington, TN 38019 (901) 476-1515
Perkins
McNairy County Child
Advocacy Center 175 S 3rd Street
25 Exchange Club - Carl Selmer, TN 38375 (731) 646-3627
Perkins
;Z%ii;ialecgr?ticty child Satellite of Tipton County
25 Y 768 N Main Street (731) 635-7856

Exchange Club -
Carl Perkins

Ripley, TN 38063
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Judicial

L CAC Name Mailing Address Office Phone
District
Hardin County Child Satellite of Carroll County
Advocacy Center Exchange| 60 Brazelton Road, #6 (731) 925-2252
25 Club - Carl Perkins Savannah, TN 38372
Exchan Zcmb ’ 120 Rush Street (731) 967-0727
26 g€ Lexington, TN 38351
Carl Perkins
Madison County Child )
Advocacy Center Exchange J:CiSLg;ng’:t‘o;Sg\éinue (731) 422-6464
26 Club - Carl Perkins '
Chester County Child ‘gzl;f;/tlte of Henderson
Advocacy Center Exchange Y ) (731) 989-7222
26 Club - Carl Perkins 113 East Main Street
Henderson, TN 38340
Weakley County Child P.0. Box 552
27 Advocacy Center Exchange| 111 Oxford Street (731) 587-0768
Club - Carl Perkins Martin, TN 38237
Crockett County Child Satellite of Gibson County
28 Advocacy Center Exchange| 78 E Park Street (731) 696-2452
Club - Carl Perkins Alamo, TN 38001
Gibson County Child
28 Advocacy Center Exchange 300 W. Eaton Street (731)784-7500
) Trenton, TN 38382
Club - Carl Perkins
Memphis Child Advocacy 1085 Poplar Avenue
30 Center Memphis, TN 38105 (901) 888-4340
Children's Advocacy
31 Center of the 31st P.0. Box 7287 (931) 507-2386

Judicial District

McMinnville, TN 37111
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Terms you Need to Know (Glossary)

Acquit: To find a defendant not guilty in a criminal trial.

Acquittal: A verdict in a criminal case by a judge or jury that determines the
defendant is not guilty.

Adjudicate: To hear and decide a case in a judicial proceeding.

Affidavit of Non-Prosecution: A written statement made under oath by the
victim or victims of a crime, stating they do not want to prosecute a case.

Appeal: A judicial proceeding in which a higher court is asked to review the
decision of a lower court to see if any mistakes were made by the trial judge.

Arraignment: A judicial proceeding in which a person is formally accused of a
crime.

Bail: Money or property required by a judge to be paid or pledged to the
court by the defendant or his representative to insure the defendant will
appear for trial.

Bail Bondsman: A person who makes a living by paying or pledging a bail in
the amount the defendant must post with the court. The bail bondsman must
have sufficient collateral to pay the bail if the defendant does not appear in
court on the scheduled court date.

Board of Parole: Seven persons appointed by the Governor of Tennessee to
serve a term of six years. The Board is the decision-making body responsible
for granting, declining, or revoking the parole status of convicted offenders.
They oversee the supervision of parolees and implement the Governor’s
decision in clemency matters.

Child Abuse: Any person who knowingly, other than by accidental means,

treats a child under 18 in such a manner as to inflict injury has committed
child abuse. Abuse may be physical, physical neglect, sexual or emotional.
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Terms you Need to Know (Glossary)

Child Sexual Abuse: The commission of any act involving sexual contact with
a child less than 13 years of age. This includes any penetration of the vagina
or anal opening, whether or not there is the emission of semen; any contact
between the genitals or anal opening of one person and the mouth or tongue
of another; intentional touching of the genitals or intimate parts or the
clothing covering them; intentional exposure of perpetrator’s genitals in the
presence of a child, or any other sexual act intentionally perpetrated in the
presence of a child, if the act is for the purpose of sexual arousal or
gratification, aggression, degradation, or other similar purposes.

Child Advocacy Center: A child friendly facility where child victims and
families can receive needed services such as parenting groups, counseling
for children and crisis intervention. A center with trained professionals who
work with families hurt by child abuse and who help bridge the gap between
social services and the Criminal Justice System.

Child Neglect: Action, other than by accidental means, that adversely
affects a child’s health and welfare. Neglect differs from child abuse in that
neglect is omission (not doing something) and child abuse is commission
(deliberate, purposeful), and the end result is that a child is harmed.

Complaint: A sworn statement charging a person with a criminal offense.

Concurrent: When an offender with more than one sentence is ordered to
serve the sentences at the same time. For example, if an offender is given a
3-year sentence for one offense and a 6-year sentence for another offense,
and is to serve them concurrently, the offender would serve the longer of
the two sentences, or 6 years.

Consecutive: When an offender with more than one sentence is ordered to
serve the sentences one after the other. For example, if an offender is given
a 3-year sentence for one offense and a 6-year sentence for another
offense, and is to serve them consecutively, the offender would serve a
sentence of 9 years.

Contempt of Court: A willful failure to obey a court order or the show of

disrespect or unacceptable behavior in the presence of the court. The
court has the power to punish a person found guilty of contempt.
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Terms you Need to Know (Glossary)

Continuance: When a case is rescheduled to a future date.
Convict: Finding a defendant guilty of a criminal charge.

Cross Examination: Refers to the questions that the prosecuting attorney
and defense attorney ask of witnesses on the opposing side of the case.

Defendant: The person charged with committing a crime.

Defense Attorney: The attorney representing the defendant. May be from the
Public Defender’s Office if the defendant cannot afford to hire a private
attorney.

Defense Investigator: A person employed by the defense attorney to
investigate the facts of a case.

Direct Examination: Refers to the questions the prosecuting attorney or the
defense attorney directs to their own witnesses.

Dismissal: A decision by the judge to end the prosecution of a case without
deciding the guilt or innocence of the defendant.

Docket: A schedule of cases awaiting court action on a given day, week, or
month.

Due Process: A provision in the U.S. Constitution guaranteeing an accused
person a fair and impartial trial.

Early Release: A method of managing prison overcrowding, mandated by the
Tennessee General Assembly in 1985. Offenders may be considered for
release in advance of their normal parole date. Sex offenders and offenders
convicted of murder or assault are not eligible for early release.

Evidence: Any form of proof legally presented at a trial through witnesses,
records, documents, etc.

Exclusionary Rule: A rule of law stating that evidence obtained in violation of
the legal rights of an individual may not be introduced into evidence against
that person at his/her trial.
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Terms you Need to Know (Glossary)

Executive Clemency: An act of leniency or mercy by the Governor of the State
of Tennessee which gives the inmate certain relief from the consequences of
a criminal conviction. This power belongs exclusively to the Governor.

Expungement: First offenders are sometimes eligible for a type of probation,
which, when successfully completed, has the effect of “erasing” the record of
that particular criminal offense. The record is expunged, or erased from
public access. However, law enforcement officials do have access to the
information.

Felony: More serious crimes as defined by the legislature. The sentence for a
felony is one year or more.

Forensic: Belonging to, or used in the courts of justice; may also indicate the
application of a particular subject to the law.

Grand Jury: A group of 12 citizens and a foreperson who decide if there is
probable cause to indict an individual accused of a crime. The Grand Jury
does not determine guilt, but only decides if there appears to be evidence
that the crime probably happened and there is probable cause the defendant
committed the crime. The judge and the defense attorney are not present at
the Grand Jury proceedings, and the proceedings are confidential.

Guardian Ad Litem: A person appointed by Juvenile Court to protect the
interests of a child in a legal proceeding.

Hearsay: Evidence based on what the witness has heard someone say, but
not personally experienced or observed.

Impeachment Of A Witness: An attack on the credibility or truthfulness of a
witness’ testimony.

Incest: Engaging in sexual penetration with a person he or she knows to be
the person’s biological parent, child, grandparent, grandchild, uncle, aunt,
nephew, niece, stepparent, stepchild, adoptive parent, adoptive child, or
the person’s biological, step-, or adoptive brother or sister.
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Terms you Need to Know (Glossary)

Indictment: A document which formally accuses a person of a crime. An
indictment must state who committed the crime, what crime was
committed, approximately when it was committed, and where it was
committed.

Jurisdiction: The geographical area within which a court or criminal justice
agency has authority. For example, Davidson County is the 20th Judicial
District, and all judicial or criminal matters occurring in the county are
under its jurisdiction.

Juvenile Court: A specialized court system designed to treat youthful
offenders separately from adults. Juvenile Court also handles cases
involving neglect and dependency and custody issues.

Leading Question: A question that suggests to the witness how to answer
or suggests the answer desired. Such questions are prohibited on direct
examination.

Litigation: A legal contest in court.

Misdemeanor: A crime less serious than a felony. A crime for which the
maximum sentence is less than one year.

Mistrial: An invalid trial, a trial where a jury is unable to reach a unanimous
verdict or if irreversible errors occurred during the trial.

Nolle Prosequi: When the prosecuting attorney formally declares that he “will
not further prosecute” a particular case. However, this does not prevent the
district attorney from later prosecuting the individual under another
indictment.

Objection: A statement by the prosecuting or defense attorney taking
exception to testimony or to the admission of evidence.

Overrule: When an attorney raises an objection, the court may either
“sustain” or “overrule” the objection raised. If overruled, the testimony or
evidence will be admitted for the jury’s consideration.

Parole: The discretionary release of an inmate to the community by the
Board of Paroles prior to the expiration of the inmate’s prison term. Parole
is a privilege and not a right.
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Terms you Need to Know (Glossary)

Pedophile: Adult with a definite sexual preference for children.

Personal Recognizance: A promise by a person to return to court. The
person is released without posting any bail, based on their character and
their promise to return to court.

Perjury: The making of false statements under oath, a criminal offense.

(Petit) Jury: A body of persons who hear the evidence at the trial and decide
the verdict. In criminal trials, the jury consists of 12 persons. In civil trials,
the jury may consist of less than 12 persons

Plea Bargaining: A process in which the prosecutor and defense attorney,
and sometimes the judge, reach an agreement whereby the defendant will
plead guilty. The defendant may or may not receive a reduction in sentence.
If a plea bargain is reached, and the judge accepts the plea bargain, a trial is
not held. Plea bargaining occurs in the vast majority of criminal cases.

Polygraph: An instrument used to detect false or misleading statements, or
lies. This test is sometimes used as an investigative tool by the police, but the
results are not admissible in Tennessee courts.

Preliminary Hearing: A court procedure where a prosecutor must establish
that a crime was committed and probable cause that the defendant
committed the crime. The judge then determines if there is enough evidence
to require the defendant to stand trial.

Pre-Trial Diversion: Similar to probation, except defendant does not plead
guilty and is supervised up to 2 years. If he/she completes diversion, record
may be expunged.

Probation: A sentence that is served in the community rather than prison.
The offender is under the supervision of a probation officer and is required to

meet certain conditions, such as treatment, public service work.

Probable Cause: A reasonable belief that a crime has been, or is being
committed. It is the basis for all lawful searches and arrests.
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Terms you Need to Know (Glossary)

Prosecutor: Attorney who represents the federal government, the state, or
the county in a criminal case. The prosecutor does not represent the victim;
the victim is considered a witness in the case.

Public Defender: A lawyer employed by the state to represent defendants
who cannot afford a private attorney.

Rape, Statutory: Sexual penetration of a victim by the offender or of the
offender by the victim, when the victim is at least 13 and less than 18 years
old, and the defendant is at least 4 years older than the victim.

Rape, Child: A child rapist is a person convicted one or more times of rape
of a child.

Reporting Child Abuse: In Tennessee, it is mandatory for physicians, nurses,
other health care workers, teachers, school officials, judges, social workers,
day care workers, law enforcement officers, or any other person who
reasonably suspects child abuse to report the suspected child abuse to the
police, the Department of Children’s Services, or the Juvenile Court. Any
person sincerely reporting a suspicion of harm is presumed to be acting in
good faith and is immune from any civil or criminal liability. However, if a
person knowingly reports a false accusation of child sexual abuse, it is
considered a felony. Failure to report is a misdemeanor.

Restitution: A process by which a person convicted of a crime is required to
compensate the victim or the community for losses suffered as a result of
the crime.

Robbery: The taking of property from a person by force or violence, or by
the threat of force or violence.

Safety Valve: Due to overcrowding in the Tennessee prisons, the Tennessee
legislature enacted the Emergency Powers Act, which dictates the release of
inmates until the prison population level is reduced to 90% of capacity. Sex
offenders, homicide offenders, and inmates serving time for manslaughter
are not eligible for safety valve. No one is guaranteed release through
“safety valve”, and it is a Parole Board decision.
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Terms you Need to Know (Glossary)

Sentence: A judgment by the court upon the defendant after his conviction
in a criminal trial. Some sentencing terms you may hear:

S.E.D. (Sentence Effective Date): is the day from which an offender’s
sentence is calculated. It often differs from the actual date the
judge imposes the sentence, as credit for time served in jail before
the trial may be granted by the judge.

R.E.D. (Release Eligibility Date): is the earliest date an inmate is
eligible for release on parole, unless a safety valve date applies.

This date is based on the inmate’s total sentence length and the
minimum percentage which must be served prior to release. This
date is not a guarantee that the inmate will be released from prison
at that time. It is merely the earliest date he or she can be
consideredfor release. This date can change from month to month,
depending upon sentence reduction credits earned by the inmate.
Sentence Reduction Credits are granted by the state.

A prison inmate may receive up to 16 days credit each month, thus
reducing that amount of time he/she must spend in prison.
Furthermore, inmates housed in local jails may receive up to 41
days credit each month. The days of credit earned depend on the
law under which the offender was sentenced, current custody level,
his/her behavior in prison and participation in programs. The
“sentence reduction credits” provision in Tennessee law contributes
to the great disparity between the sentence imposed by the judge
and the sentence actually served by the inmate.

However, there are certain crimes for which sentence reduction

credits are not available (such as a crime where a child has been
raped), and the offender must serve 100% of his/her sentence.

Sentence reduction credits are also greatly restricted for certain
other serious crimes, and the offender may be required to serve
85% of the sentence imposed by the judge.
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Terms you Need to Know (Glossary)

The Sentence Expiration Date is the date the offender’s sentence
will be completed and all supervision by the Department of
Corrections or the Board of Paroles will end. This date can also be
reduced with the application of sentence credits. An inmate who has
“flattened the sentence” has served all the time he/she is legally
required to serve and who must be released. In this case, the
offender is released into the community with no supervision.

Sexual Assault: A category of crime including rape, in which a person
forces another to commit a sex act.

Sexual Battery: Aggravated sexual battery is the touching of intimate parts
(breasts, buttocks, genitals) of a child under the age of 13. Sexual battery
by an authority figure is the unlawful contact with a victim by an offender or
the offender by the victim, under the following circumstances: Victim is at
least 13 years old, but less than 18; offender at time of the offense has su-
pervisory or disciplinary power over the victim by virtue of the

defendant’s legal, professional, or occupational status (e.g., step-parent,
doctor, teacher, coach) and uses such power to accomplish the sexual act/
contact; at time of offense the offender had parental, or custodial

authority over the victim.

Sex Offender: Any person who is convicted in Tennessee of any sex offense
or if such a person has been convicted in another state of an offense that
would constitute a sex offense in this state.

Sex Offender Registry: An established central registry maintained by the
Tennessee Bureau of Investigation that includes all validated sex offenders
from Department of Children’s Services’ files, all persons arrested for
committing a sex offense, and all persons convicted of a sex offense. This
registry shall include a photograph of the offender and all public
information about the offender. The Tennessee Sex Offender Registry is
available on the Internet at www.tbi.state.tn.us.

Subpoena: A court order requiring a person to appear in court.
Suspended Sentence: A court sentence that allows the defendant to be

placed on probation instead of serving jail time, as long as he or she does not
violate certain terms.
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Sustain: Court’s ruling in favor of an objection. If an objection is sustained
during a trial, the evidence or conduct objected to will not be admitted for
the jury’s consideration.

Tennessee Department Of Correction (TDOC): The department that supervis-
es adult offenders in prison. TDOC is responsible for probation and oversight
of community correction programs.

Termination of Parental Rights: There could be many reasons to terminate
parental rights. For example, if the parent failed to provide proper care for a
child, abandoned the child, physically or sexually abused the child, or failed
to cooperate with a proposed case plan designed to reunify the parent and
child. If the court, after trial, determines that neither parent can provide the
proper care and support for the child in the foreseeable future, the court may
terminate parental rights and grant permanent custody to a relative or an
appropriate state agency, which may assume custody for the purposes of
adoptive placement.

Testimony: Any statement made by a witness under oath in a legal proceed-
ing.

Tennessee Offender Management Information Service TOMI: A master com-
puter used by TDOC to calculate sentences of offenders.

Uniform Crime Report: Report listing the frequency of certain crimes in each
police jurisdiction in the country. Not all crimes are listed and not all police
departments contribute this information.

Venire: A panel from which a jury is called.
Venue: The geographic area from which a jury is gathered and in which the
trial is held. This typically is in the city or county where the crime occurred.

(See “Jurisdiction”.)

Verdict: Formal decision on guilt or innocence made by a jury, read before
the court and accepted by the judge.

Victim: Person against whom a crime is alleged to have been committed.
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Victim Compensation: Financial assistance paid to the victim for expenses
incurred as a result of criminal injury and conduct. Victims may be eligible for
compensation even if there has not been an arrest or conviction. However,
victims do not receive compensation for property crimes.

Victim Impact Statement: A report from the victim to a sentencing judge, the
Department of Corrections, or the Parole Board, stating the effect the
victimization has had on the victim’s life and what the victim feels the
punishment should be.

Victim/Witness Assistance Unit: A specialized unit usually within the
prosecutor’s office (Office of the District Attorney) which provides services to
crime victims and witnesses. The people who work in the unit are called
victim witness coordinators.

Warrant: A judicial order authorizing a law-enforcement official to conduct a
search, seizure or arrest.

Witness: A person who testifies before a court under oath regarding what
had been seen, heard, or otherwise observed.
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Suggested reading

Books for Parents:
Anderson, Cordelia. The Impact of Pornography on Children, Youth, and
Culture. Holyoke, MA: NEARI Press, 2011.
Bierker, Susan Sophie. Me, Too!: Child and Adult Sexual Abuse Prevention. Sarasota,
FL: Suncoast Digital Press, Incorporated, 2018.
Friedman, Norman E. Inoculating Your Child against Sexual Abuse: What
Every Parent Should Know. Charleston, SC: BookSurge, LLC, 2006.
Johnson, Toni Cavanaugh. Helping Children with Sexual Behavior Problems: A
Guidebook for Professionals and Caregivers. 4th ed. San Diego, CA: Institute
on Violence, Abuse, and Trauma, 2014.
Rosenzweig, Janet. 7The Sex-Wise Parent. New York, NY: Skyhorse Publishing, 2012.
Wurtele, Sandy K. Safe Connections.: A Parent’s Guide to Protecting Young
Teens from Sexual Exploitation. Seattle, WA: Parenting Press, 2012.
Wurtele, Sandy K., and Feather Berkower. Off Limits. A Parent’s Guide to Keeping Kids
Safe from Sexual Abuse. Brandon, VT: Safer Society Press, 2010.

Books for Use with Children (note * by books to use with young children):

*Edelman, Robert D. My Private Parts are Private!l: A Guide for Teaching Children
about Safe Touching. Scotts Valley, CA: CreateSpace Independent
Publishing Platform, 2013.

*Federico, Julie K. Some Parts are Not for Sharing. Mustang, OK: Tate Publishing &
Enterprises, 2008.

Harris, Robie H., and Michael Emberley. It's Perfectly Normal: A Book about
Changing Bodies, Growing Up, Sex, and Sexual Health. Cambridge, MA:
Candlewick Press, 2014.

Harris, Robie H., and Michael Emberley. 1t's So Amazing! A Book about Eggs,
Sperm, Birth, Babies, and Families. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press, 2014.

*Holcomb, Justin S., and Lindsey A. Holcomb. God Made All of Me: A Book to
Help Children Protect Their Bodies. Greensboro, NC: New Growth Press,
2015.

*Marnach, Kayla J. W. My Bodly's Mine. A Book on Body Boundaries and
Sexual Abuse Prevention (2nd ed.). Scotts Valley, CA: CreateSpace
Independent Publishing Platform, 2018.

*King, Kimberly, and Zack King. 7 Said No! A Kid-to-kid Guide for Keeping Private
Parts Private. Weaverville, CA: Boulden Publishing, 2016.

*Starishevsky, Jill. My Body Belongs to Me. Minneapolis, MN: Free Spirit Publishing,
2014.

This reading list is courtesy of the National Children’s Advocacy Center with
additional input from Darkness to Light, a national non-profit committed to
empowering adults to prevent child sexual abuse. For additional resources, visit
their respective websites at www.nationalcac.org and www.d2l.org.
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